
What are Academic Articles 
 and  

Where Do I Find Them? 



What is in a Name? 
 

Called “Academic” because they are 
written by people in academia for other 

people in academia  
 

Also call “Scholarly” because they are 
written by scholars for scholars 

 
Also call “Peer Reviewed” because each 
article is reviewed by the peers of the 
scholar (that is scholars in the same 

discipline) 
  



 
 
 

What Makes an Academic Article 
 Academic? 

http://vimeo.com/27119325


•Sources of high quality information  
 
•Written by scholars for scholars generally in 
the academic environment 
 
•Articles are reviewed by their peers (other 
academics in the same discipline) 
 
•Articles are published in journals generally 
only available by subscription  



Characteristics 

• Are lengthy 

• Are written in more specialized or 
technical language 

• Have prescribed structure 

– Abstract, footnotes or bibliographies 

• May contain research findings or data 

• Are generally available only by 
subscription 



Sources of Information 

Highly 
Filtered 

Moderately 
Filtered 

Unfiltered 

Academic 
articles 
 
Written by 
scholars 
 
Reviewed by 
scholars 
 
 
Read and Used 
by scholars 

Popular 
Magazines, 
Newspaper 
 
Generally 
written by 
people with 
journalism 
background 
 
Often based 
on academic  
articles 
 
Reviewed by 
an editor 
 
Read by the 
general 
public 

Websites 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Written by 
anyone with 
access to a 
Computer 
 
 
 
Read by 
anyone 



Eye catching 
design;  
lots of 
photographs 

Short or no 
bibliography  



Abstract  

Author’s 
credentials 



Generally has 
 end notes or 
footnotes 



Extensive 
references 
At the end of 
the article 



Where do you find academic 
article? 

http://vimeo.com/27119542


Step 1: Go to the Library Homepage 
Step 2: Choose the Database Tab 
Step 3: Type in the Database Name  
 Anthropology Plus 

       JSTOR 

http://libraries.uky.edu/ 

http://libraries.uky.edu/


Searching Example: 
 
Effect of poverty on the African 
American Family. 


